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TrPrable 11,1 Absorption coefficients and NRC values for common materials

 Material 125Hz  250Hz  500Hz OHz  2000Hz  4000Hz  NRC
Painted drywall 0.10 0.08 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.05
Plaster 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.05
Smooth concrete 0.10 0.05 0.06 0.09 0.08 0.05
Coarse concrete 0.36 0.44 0.31 0.39 0.25 0.35
Smooth brick 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.07 0.05
Glass 0.05 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.05
Plywood 0.58 0.22 0.07 0.03 0.07 0.10
Metal blinds 0.06 0.05 0.07 0.13 0.17 0.10
Thick panel 0.25 0.47 0.71 0.81 0.78 0.70
Light drapery 0.03 0.04 0.11 0.24 0.35 0.15
Heavy drapery 0.14 0.35 0.55 0.70 0.65 0.60
Helmholtz resonator 0.20 0.95 0.85 0.53 0.50 0.70
Ceramic tile 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.00
Linoleum 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.05
Carpet 0.05 0.05 0.10 0.30 0.40 0.15
Carpet on concrete 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.50 0.55 0.25
Carpet on rubber 0.05 0.15 0.13 0.50 0.60 0.30
Upholstered seats 0.19 0.37 0.56 0.61 0.59 0.55
Occupied seats 0.39 0.57 0.80 0.92 0.87 0.80
Water surface 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.00
Soil 0.15 0.25 0.40 0.60 0.60 0.45
Grass 0.11 0.26 0.60 0.92 0.99 0.60
Cellulose spray (1”) 0.08 0.29 0.75 093 0.76 0.75
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Table11.3 Critical frequencies for common building ma-
terials

Material Thickness Critical

(cm) frequency (Hz)

Concrete 8 100

Plywood 1.2 1700

Gypsum wall board 1.2 3100

Steel or aluminum 0.3 4100

Lead 1.2 4400

Glass 0.3 4900

Plexiglass 0.3 9800
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